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 TEXT:- Mark 10:33Saying
, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and 
they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: 34 And they shall mock him, and shall scourge 
him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again. 
35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us 
whatsoever we shall desire.  
36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 37 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may 
sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory [in thy kingdom, Matt. 20:21]. 38 But Jesus said 
unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with? 39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that 
I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 40 But to sit on my right hand and on 
my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. 41 And when the ten heard it
, they began to be much displeased with James and John. 42 But Jesus called them to him
, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; 
and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great 
among you, shall be your minister: 44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 45 For even 
the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.   

Seeking the best positions in the kingdom
Mark 10:37
They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory 
[in thy kingdom, Matt. 20:21].   

James and John were called
Matthew 4:21 And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son 
of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. 22 And 
they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him.   

Jesus promised recompense in the kingdom
Luke 22:28Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations.29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my 
Father hath appointed unto me; 30 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.   

Recompensed at the resurrection
Luke 14:14
And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the 
just.   

Resurrection at His appearing
2 Timothy 4:1I charge thee 
therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge [reward] the quick and the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdom;   

Resurrection needed to rule in the kingdom of God
1 Corinthians 15:50
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption. 51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in 



the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.   

First count the cost
Luke 14:26 If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple. 27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple 
28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient 
to finish it? 29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it 
begin to mock him, 30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 31 Or what king, going to make 
war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that 
cometh against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, 
and desireth conditions of peace. 33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot 
be my disciple.   

Expect offenses
Luke 17:1Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him
, through whom they come! 2 It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the 
sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones.   

Respond in peace
Psalm 119:165Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.   

Overcome the offenses
Matthew 16:23
But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men.   

James and John were determined
Mark 10:39
And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with 
the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:   
DETERMINATION
1. Decision of a question in the mind; firm resolution; settled purpose; as, they have acquainted me with their determination.
2. Judicial decision; the ending of a controversy or suit by the judgment of a court. Justice is promoted by a speedy determination of causes, civil and criminal.
3. Absolute direction to a certain end.

Remissness can by no means consist with a constant determination of the will to the greatest apparent good.    

Paul was determined to finish strong
Acts 20:24
But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, 
and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.   

Extreme determination
1 Corinthians 9:27
No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for 
the prize.   

Positions prepare before they were born
Romans 9:11(For the children being notyetborn
, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of 
him that calleth;) 12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.   

Let God prepare the position for you
Luke 14:10
But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto 



thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. 11 For 
whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.   

You prepare, by taking the lowest position in this life
Philippians 2:5
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   

The greatest was servant of all
John 13:13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 14 If I then, your 
Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.    

Serve in little things
Matthew 25:21His lord said unto him, Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord.   

Keep the least of the commandments
Matthew 5:19
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least 
in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them
, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.   

Serve the servants
Matthew 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.   

Where the Master is, there shall His servants also be
John 12:26
If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will 
my Father honour.

 


